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Have you ever asked a rhetorical question? Yeah I know. That is one.

A rhetorical question is a figure of speech. It is a statement that is put in the form of a question in order to make a point or raise a topic without expecting a reply. 

But let me ask a question, a real question for which I would like to get your response. How have you been blessed? 

In what way has God blessed you?

It might be health, home, family, seeing your daughter get married to a godly young man as they prepare for a life together in ministry. 

How have you been blessed?

[Give time for sharing]

No doubt you have been blessed and thanks for sharing. It is good and it is right to take time to stop and recognize and thank God for all the many blessings He has given us.

In a sense that is what Paul has done in these opening chapters of his letter to the Ephesians. In fact, in the first half of his letter Paul reminds us of just how truly blessed we are. 

I think about the time Dana and I spent an entire afternoon trying to pick out a birthday gift for our great nieces. 
The hours we spent. The “conversations” we had. And when we got to the birthday party, she un-wrapped the gift and played with the box! 

She completely overlooked the real gift. It is all too easy for us to miss the real blessings that God gives us.

This morning we are going to wrap up this first half of Paul’s letter as we look at Ephesians chapter three and see how a loving community of God…reveals God’s love.

But, before we jump into chapter 3, please turn in your Bibles to Ephesians chapter 1. Let’s pray.

Paul opens up his letter to the saints, the believers in Ephesus by stating in verse 3 of chapter 1:

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.” 

Paul doesn’t want us to miss the real gift.

Just look around you and you can see and you have heard all the ways you have been blessed in this world, today. But that’s just it. 

Most of what we count, when we count our blessings, are just that—earthly temporary blessings. 

Blessings indeed, but here Paul is talking about the blessings from the heavenly realms. These blessings are eternal, not temporal blessings.

These blessings come from Christ’s spiritual realm and these spiritual blessings include everything we need to be spiritually alive with Christ and to enjoy the presences of God the Father both now and forever.

Paul continues on in this letter to elaborate on just what some of those blessings are.

He starts out in 1:4 saying that you were chosen by God in Christ before the foundation of the world. 

Before you did anything God loved you and chose you! 

Like a newborn baby. Before that child ever remembers a mother’s day, or thanks mom, brings home a good report card, helps around the house, mom loves that child. Mom has loved that child even be for she was born, even before the first sonogram. 

Do you know that newborn smell? When the baby is washed, powdered and has a fresh dipper on. It makes you want to kiss the baby on her head just so you can smell her.

Right now, God is taking you in. He is in love with you!

And God predestined, that is he pre-determined according to his perfect plan and His divine love, that you would be adopted as one of His children.

Just listen to some of the true spiritual blessings that are already yours.

You we were dead in your sins…but now you are alive in Christ.

You were enslaved…now you are enthroned.

You were objects of wrath…but now you are objects of grace.

You walked among the disobedient…but now you have fellowship with Christ.

You were under Satan’s dominion…but now you are in union with Christ.

You were aligns and foreigners…but you have been made citizens of the kingdom of God and brought near.

You have the hope and promise that you will live forever with Christ.

You were sealed with the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of future blessings.

You have been given a spirit of wisdom and knowledge.

You have received the incomparable great power of the indwelling Spirit of God.

You used to live satisfying your selfish sinful desire but now you are free to live for God’s purposes and for His glory.

You are God’s work of art and you have specific work prepared for you.

You are no longer separated from Christ but you have been made a part of His household, made into a holy temple and you are being built together with other believers to be a place where the Holy Spirit now lives.

Now that’s some blessings! That’s a list! And with that just said Paul begins chapter 3 saying:

Ephesians 3:1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- 

For what reason? The immediate context takes us back to chapter 2 verses 11 through 22. We talked about this last week. 

Paul had just explained how we were separated from Christ as illegal aliens and foreigners have been made citizens of heaven and joint heirs with Israel. And together Jews and gentiles are united with God forever.

But I believe that Paul had the greater context which included all of the blessings that he has covered in the first 2 chapters.

And it is because of all of these blessings that are yours, for the sake of you gentiles, I Paul “the prisoner of Christ Jesus” write to you.

It is interesting to note that Paul says that he is the prisoner of Christ Jesus. Remember that Paul is in Rome under house arrest.

You would think that he would say that he is a prisoner of Rome or maybe that he was a prisoner for the sake of, or because of, Christ in Rome. But that’s not what he says.

No, he is a prisoner of Christ Jesus who happens to be sitting in a Roman prison. 

Paul is held captive to his Lord and to his calling. It is not prison bars that hold Paul, it is his love for Christ and his love for the gentiles.

Paul wants all people to know and to enjoy all of the blessings that he has in Christ. But he is most concerned for those whom he has been called to serve, the gentiles. 

The gentiles represented in Paul’s context those who were the furthest from God. It would be like sending a missionary to the Islamic fundamentalists who are cracking down on Christians in Iran.

Bringing Jews and gentiles together would be like getting the Republicans and the Democrats together to reform the tax laws in a way the benefits the nation, not necessarily their personal re-election chances.

And it was in part his reaching out to the gentiles that got him in trouble with the Jewish leaders back in Jerusalem that landed him in prison in Rome in the first place.

And that’s why he stops, quite literally mid-sentence, in verse 1 of chapter 3 and picks up in verse 2 with a parenthetical thought.

Verse 2 through verse 13 is another one of those long sentences of Paul found in Ephesians. And in it Paul says that since you have heard about the stewardship or administration that he was entrusted with to bring the gospel to the gentiles, don’t be discouraged by his imprisonment.

Paul explains that though this union of gentiles and Jews into the body of Christ, the Church, was previously unknown to men, it is according to God’s eternal purpose. 

The Jews and the prophets in the Old Testament didn’t know about this but it has always been a part of God’s plan.

And this purpose of God is that like the needle work of a beautiful tapestry, the church would be woven together from believers of every tribe nation and tongue in such a way that it will display God’s wisdom, love, and grace before all creation.

The very fact the church exist reveals God’s love here on earth and in the heavenly places. The angles and the demons see God’s love in the way God builds His church.

And that brings us to verse 14 and back to where Paul repeats the phrase “for this reason” from verse one. 

Look with me now to verse 14: For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 

The family of God includes all who have been saved through faith as they have believed in and trusted God. Past, present and future followers of God are all drawn together by God the Father into one family.

So in verse 16 Paul shares his prayer for the believers. It is interesting to note that Paul started in chapter one with both a doxology, a prayer praising God, and a prayer of intercession, praying on behalf of the saints.

Now Paul reverses his order. He begins with a prayer of intersession and then ends with a doxology, a prayer of praise.

16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell [be completely at home though the work of the Spirit] in your hearts through faith. 

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

Paul’s prayer is that you would know, not with just your head, but that you would know God’s love by experiencing it to the very core and depth of your being. 

This kind of love has to be experienced not defined. Anytime we try to say God or any of His attributes is like this or that we miss it. 

God, and in this case His love is not like anything else. God is wholly unique. Because He is the creator of everything we do see reflections of Him in the created. 

Let me put it this way. A mother’s love for her baby is a reflection of God’s love for us.

But to say that God’s love is like a mother’s love is to make our picture of God’s love way too small. God’s love is so much more; it is bigger and more encompassing than that. 

It is only as we experience God’s love through the power of the Holy Spirit do we begin to understand it.

And as you experience that love and the richness of Christ, this love will fill you with the fullness of God. 

That is, Paul’s prayer is that this love would not just touch the core of your soul but that it would reach out into every aspect of your life and very being. This love should so fill you that it flows out of you toward others.

Look again at verse 18: Paul’s prayer is that you…“together with all the saints, [would]…grasp [lay hold of, get a handle on, grab hold of and not let go of] how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.

God’s love is so wide. It is all encompassing. It covers all we have ever done and it is wide enough for the whole world to come under it.

“For God so loved the world…”

God’s love is long. It reaches from eternity past to eternity future. God loved us and chose us even before we born. His love is long enough to continue all the days of our lives…and beyond. 

God’s love is high. It rises to the heights of our celebration and joy and raises us to heights of heaven. 

God’s love is deep. It reaches to the depths of discouragement, despair, and even death. It is deep enough to reach us in the depth of our sin.

It is this love that has rescued us from our sin and made us alive to Christ. This love has united us into the Body of Christ. This love compels us to live for Christ in everything we do.

And it is with this love that we see those around us and are moved to love them and show them the same love with which we have been loved.

And with that Paul has but one response…worship!

He concludes this section with a praise. He stops to worship.

Ephesians 3:20-21: “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”

Think about this, Paul prayed that God’s glory would be abundantly manifested, put on full display, in the church and in Christ. 

Even in the eternal state, the church will bring glory to God forever and ever. 

So let me bring this all together. How have you been blessed?

Frist and foremost you are loved! God loves you with this; amazing, unfathomable overwhelming, unending love.

All of the things God has done for you and given to you come from His love for you. You are loved. 

The vary breath in your lungs, you salvation, adoption, inclusion into the family of God, your new purpose in life, and more are all expressions and conformation of God’s unending and immeasurable love for you.

And if that is not enough, God will give you the power through the Holy Spirit to allow that love to so transform you that you become the master peace, the work of art, the tapestry through which God’s love is revealed, not only to those around you, but to those in the heavenly realm and into all eternity.

This is so critical that you understand this love. Because everything we do has to be motivated out of and by this love.

The rest of the book of Ephesians is Paul’s attempt at showing us how this love works out in our everyday lives.

Coming to know, by that I mean to know by experience, this love is what sets true Christianity apart from every “religion” out there, even from those who attempt to practice the “Christian religion.”

But here is the thing; we can’t do this on our own. 

But as Paul prayed in verse 20: “…Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us…”

God is able, to do more than we can imagine, to show us more of His love, to transform us by that love, and to show His love through us in ways that can only be done by His power if we will allow Him to work in and through us.
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